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Birth to Six Months

Cognitive

1 month Responds to sounds

1 month Vocalizes (other than cry)

1 month Cries lustily when hungry or uncomfortable
2 months Smiles

2-3 months Laughs

2 months Visually recognizes mother

2 months Coos—single-vowel sounds

3 months Vocalizes when spoken to or pleased
3-4 months Shows preference for familiar persons
4-5 months Turns head to sound of bell

4-6 months Turns head to sound of rattle

4 months Increases activity at sight of toy

4%2-6 months

Fingers mirror image

4%2-5 months

Discriminates strangers

5Y2-6 months

Plays peek-a-boo

52-6 months

Shows interest in sound production for pleasure and
excitement

Six Months to
Twelve Months

6 months Spontaneous social vocal sounds

6 months Smiles and vocalizes at image in mirror

7 months Vocalizes four different syllables

7%/2-8 months Says “da-da” or equivalent

8 months Vocalizes single syllables such as da, ka, ba

8%/2 months Demands personal attention

9 months Vocalizes deliberately as means of interpersonal
relationship

9 months Babbles tunefully, repeating syllables in strings

(“mam-mam,” “bibiba”)

9-9%2 months

Clearly distinguishes strangers from familiars, and requires
assurance before accepting their advances; clings to
known adult and hides face

9-10 months Responds to name and to “no, no”

10 months Looks at pictures in book

11 months Says one word other than mama and dada—usually one
syllable used to designate an object

11 months Will find hidden object

12 months May have two to eight words besides “mama” and “dada”




