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discrepancies? Would you say this teacher follows the expression above? If not,
what are the differences between what the teacher says and what he or she actu-
ally does?

WHAT YOU VALUE IN THE AFFECTIVE AREA: A SELF-CHECKLIST
Mark each item as it applies to you and your teaching.
A = Always F = Frequently S = Sometimes O = Occasionally N = Never

A F S O N

(1) I accept children’s feelings, both positive and
negative

(2) I reinforce physical independence; that is, I give children
opportunities to do things for themselves

(3) I reinforce emotional dependence by giving children all
the affection and attention they need.

(4) When a child is afraid, I try to provide comfort and help
the child find a way to cope with his or her fear.

(5) When a child is angry, I try to help the child find a way
to handle angry feelings without making him or her feet
that it is wrong to be angry.

(6) I consciously try to make my classroom and my actions
not be those that encourage sex-role stereotypes.

(7) When children ask about the parts of the body or about 
reproduction, I give them honest but simple answers 
based on their level of understanding.

(8) I try to help the children develop self-esteem and a 
positive self-concept.

(9) I respect the children’s culture, customs, and 
behaviors.

(10) I encourage good peer relationships and opportunities 
for peer interaction.

(11) I provide settings for dramatic play and give the children 
help in developing more mature levels of play interaction.

(12) I discuss rules and expectations with the children, pro-
viding the reasons for all limits and restrictions.

4. Obtain an early childhood storybook that deals with a potential crisis or social
problem situation that young children might face, such as moving, starting school,
sharing, death, sibling rivalry, or joining a blended family. See the resource list
under the For Further Reading section.

The children’s librarian can also help you. Most libraries have lists of crisis-
oriented children’s books. Read the book to a small group of preschool or kinder-
garten students. Discuss the book with them, asking questions regarding what
they think about the characters, their feelings and their actions. Find out if any of
them have had experiences like those in the story. How did they solve their prob-
lem? Discuss the children’s responses in class.

5. Make an entry in your journal.


